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Dear THEODORE ROOSEVELT (TR) Families:





Hurricane season is upon us.  I’m providing this information to ensure you are properly prepared for its onset.  Hurricane season runs from 1 June to 30 November with the greatest impact seen in the Hampton Roads area in the months of August and September.  The National Hurricane Center is forecasting this to be an active year for hurricanes, so I urge everyone to stay prepared.


When Hurricane Isabel hit last year the ship was underway and you, the families at home, were forced to prepare for its arrival on your own.  This year, the ship will not get underway for an approaching hurricane. However, it is possible that your TR crewmember may be required to be on the ship (i.e., duty section), leaving you to face the perils without their assistance.  That is why it is extremely important that every TR family be prepared and have a plan in case history repeats itself sooner rather than later.  Should a hurricane strike again, your plan will set you up for success, give you peace of mind, and allow every “Big Stick” crewmember to perform their shipboard duties knowing that the safety of his/her family is assured.


So how should you prepare for hurricane season?  Because we live in a coastal region, highly susceptible to the high winds, seas and damaging surf generated by hurricanes, it is worthwhile to review basic hurricane terminology, warning criteria and safety precautions each year (http://www.spear.navy.mil/tr/TropRefGuide.pps) and (http://www.navstanorva.navy.mil/INFO/NEED_TO_KNOW/EMGCY_SERV/WEATHER/weather.htm).  At the very least, you should have a Hurricane Survival Kit/”To Do” List (http://www.spear.navy.mil/tr/HurrChklist.txt) and know your residence-dependent mandatory evacuation route (http://virginiadot.org/comtravel/hurricane-evac-default.asp) in the event local emergency management officials order a large-scale evacuation of the area.  These lists are not all-inclusive and should be modified based on you and your families needs.  However, they do provide a great foundation for your “Hurricane Season” plan.


Should a storm threaten the area, monitor radio and television reports regularly.  For additional guidance, you may also contact the Command OMBUDSMAN at (757) 445-0345 Option 1 or Toll Free at 1-877-505-1024. 


I hope that the information provided is helpful and that each and every one of you takes the necessary steps to prepare and safeguard your family.
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